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Activists and politicians have long recognized the power of a good story to move people to action. In early
1960 four black college students sat down at a whites-only lunch counter in Greensboro, North Carolina, and
refused to leave. Within a month sit-ins spread to thirty cities in seven states. Student participants told stories
of impulsive, spontaneous action—this despite all the planning that had gone into the sit-ins. “It was like a
fever,” they said.

Francesca Polletta’s It Was Like a Fever sets out to account for the power of storytelling in mobilizing
political and social movements. Drawing on cases ranging from sixteenth-century tax revolts to
contemporary debates about the future of the World Trade Center site, Polletta argues that stories are
politically effective not when they have clear moral messages, but when they have complex, often
ambiguous ones. The openness of stories to interpretation has allowed disadvantaged groups, in particular, to
gain a hearing for new needs and to forge surprising political alliances. But popular beliefs in America about
storytelling as a genre have also hurt those challenging the status quo.
A rich analysis of storytelling in courtrooms, newsrooms, public forums, and the United States Congress, It
Was Like a Fever offers provocative new insights into the dynamics of culture and contention.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Morton:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great along with important the book It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest
and Politics. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Danny Chamberland:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling
in Protest and Politics is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Deanna Marcantel:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is actually It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics.

Rose Heck:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those publications have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the
book It Was Like a Fever: Storytelling in Protest and Politics we can take more advantage. Don't someone to
be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book It Was Like a Fever:
Storytelling in Protest and Politics. You can more inviting than now.
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