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Nobody's Burden: Lessons on Old Age from the Great Depression is the first book-length study of the
experience of old-age during the Great Depression. Part history, part social critique, the contributors rely on
archival research, social history, narrative study and theoretical analysis to argue that Americans today, as in
the past, need to rethink old-age policy and accept their shared responsibility for elder care. The Great
Depression serves as the cultural backdrop to this argument, illustrating that during times of social and
economic crisis, society's ageism and the limitations in old-age care become all the more apparent.

At the core of the book are vivid stories of specific men and women who applied for old-age pensions from a
private foundation in Detroit, Michigan, between 1927 and 1933. Most applicants who received pensions
became life-long clients, and their lives were documented in great detail by social workers employed by the
foundation. These stories raise issues that elders and their families face today: the desire for independence
and autonomy; the importance of having a place of one's own, despite financial and physical dependence; the
fears of being and becoming a burden to one's self and others; and the combined effects of ageism, racism,
sexism and classism over the life course of individuals and families. Contributors focus in particular on
issues of gender and aging, as the majority of clients were women over 60, and all of the case workers -
among the first geriatric social workers in the country — were women in their 20s and early 30s. Nobody's
Burden is unique not only in content, but also in method and form. The contributors were members of an
archival research group devoted to the study of these case files. Research was conducted collaboratively and
involved scholars from the humanities (English, folklore) and the social sciences (anthropology,
communications, gerontology, political science, social work, and sociology).
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From reader reviews:

Celia Redmond:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Nobody's Burden: Lessons from the Great Depression on the
Struggle for Old-Age Security book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find
the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer connected with Nobody's Burden: Lessons from the Great Depression on the
Struggle for Old-Age Security content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Nobody's Burden: Lessons from the Great Depression on the Struggle for Old-Age Security is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Roy Stoudt:

Nobody's Burden: Lessons from the Great Depression on the Struggle for Old-Age Security can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Nobody's Burden: Lessons from the Great Depression on the Struggle for Old-Age Security yet
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.

Hannah Norton:

Beside that Nobody's Burden: Lessons from the Great Depression on the Struggle for Old-Age Security in
your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like
an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Nobody's Burden: Lessons from the
Great Depression on the Struggle for Old-Age Security because this book offers for your requirements
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from today!

Helene Anderson:

You will get this Nobody's Burden: Lessons from the Great Depression on the Struggle for Old-Age Security
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but
can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your



mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose suitable ways for you.
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