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War and the Iliad is a perfect introduction to the range of Homer's art as well as a provocative and rewarding
demonstration of the links between literature, philosophy, and questions of life and death.

Simone Weil's The Iliad, or the Poem of Force is one of her most celebrated works--an inspired analysis of
Homer's epic that presents a nightmare vision of combat as a machine in which all humanity is lost. First
published on the eve of war in 1939, the essay has often been read as a pacifist manifesto. Rachel Bespaloff
was a French contemporary of Weil's whose work similarly explored the complex relations between
literature, religion, and philosophy. She composed her own distinctive discussion of the Iliad in the midst of
World War II--calling it "her method of facing the war"--and, as Christopher Benfey argues in his
introduction, the essay was very probably written in response to Weil. Bespaloff's account of the Iliad brings
out Homer's novelistic approach to character and the existential drama of his characters' choices; it is
marked, too, by a tragic awareness of how the Iliad speaks to times and places where there is no hope apart
from war.

This edition brings together these two influential essays for the first time, accompanied by Benfey's scholarly
introduction and an afterword by the great Austrian novelist Hermann Broch.
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From reader reviews:

Orlando Bush:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called War and the Iliad? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Jaclyn Davis:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This War and the Iliad is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Maria McGhee:

This War and the Iliad is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who all
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using
great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly
you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having War and the Iliad in your hand like having the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or
fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Ann Amos:

Beside this kind of War and the Iliad in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have War
and the Iliad because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!
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