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Thisisthefirst biography of Chief Left Hand, diplomat, linguist, and legendary of the Plains Indians.
Working from government reports, manuscripts, and the diaries and letters of those persons—both white and
Indian—who knew him, Margaret Coel has developed an unusually readable, interesting, and closely
documented account of hislife and the life of histribe during the fateful years of the mid-1800s.

It was in these years that thousands of gold-seekers on their way to California and Oregon burst across the
plains, first to traverse the territory consigned to the Indians and then, with the discovery of gold in 1858 on
Little Dry Creek (formerly the site of the Southern Arapaho winter campground and presently Denver,
Colorado), to settle.

Chief Left Hand was one of the first of his people to acknowledge the inevitability of the white man’s
presence on the plain, and thereafter to espouse a policy of adamant peacefulness —if not, finally,
friendship—toward the newcomers.

Chief Left Hand is not only a consuming story—popular history at its best—but an important work of
original scholarship. In it the author:

- Clearly establishes the separate identities of the original Left Hand, the subject of her book, and the man by
the same name who succeeded L ittle Raven in 1889 as the principal chief of the Southern Arapahosin
Oklahoma—a longtime source of confusion to students of western history;

- Laysto rest, with a series of previously unpublished letters by George Bent, a century-long dispute among
historians as to Left Hand' s fate at Sand Creek;

- Examinestherole of John A. Evans, first governor of Colorado, in the Sand Creek Massacre. Colonel
Chivington, commander of the Colorado Volunteers, has always (and justly) been held responsible for the
surprise attack. But Governor Evans, who afterwards claimed ignorance and innocence of the colonel’s
intentions, was also deeply involved. Hisletters, on file in the Colorado State Archives, have somehow
escaped the scrutiny of historians and remain, for the most part, unpublished. These Coel has used
extensively, alowing the governor to tell, in his own words, hisreal role in the massacre. The author also
examines Evans' s motivations for coming to Colorado, his involvement with the building of the
transcontinental railroad, and hisintention of clearing the Southern Arapahos from the plains —an
intention that abetted Chivington’s ambitions and led to their ruthless dlaughter at Sand Creek.
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From reader reviews:
Fernando Levering:

With other case, little people like to read book Chief Left Hand: Southern Arapaho (Civilization of the
American Indian Series). Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know
about how isimportant a book Chief Left Hand: Southern Arapaho (Civilization of the American Indian
Series). You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About ssimple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
easily open abook or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Mildred Wright:

Now aday people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How alot more
to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Chief Left Hand: Southern Arapaho
(Civilization of the American Indian Series) book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

William Riser:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because al of thistime you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. Chief Left Hand: Southern Arapaho (Civilization of the American Indian Series) can be your
answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Carolyn Hoar:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,

but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Chief Left Hand: Southern Arapaho (Civilization of the American Indian Series) offer you anew
experience in reading through a book.
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