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In the first full biography of actor Sidney Poitier, Aram Goudsouzian analyzes the life and career of a
Hollywood legend, from his childhood in the Bahamas to his 2002 Oscar for lifetime achievement. Poitier is
a gifted actor, a great American success story, an intriguing personality, and a political symbol; his life and
career illuminate America's racial history.

In such films as Lilies of the Field, In the Heat of the Night, and Guess Who's Coming to Dinner, Poitier's
middle-class, mannered, virtuous screen persona contradicted prevailing film stereotypes of blacks as half-
wits, comic servants, or oversexed threats. His screen image and public support of nonviolent integration
assuaged the fears of a broad political center, and by 1968, Poitier was voted America's favorite movie star.

Through careful readings of every Poitier film, Goudsouzian shows that Poitier's characters often made
sacrifices for the good of whites and rarely displayed sexuality. As the only black leading man during the
civil rights era, Poitier chose roles and public positions that negotiated the struggle for dignity. By 1970,
times had changed and Poitier was the target of a backlash from film critics and black radicals, as the new
heroes of "blaxploitation" movies reversed the Poitier model.

In the 1970s, Poitier shifted his considerable talents toward directing, starring in, and producing popular
movies that employed many African Americans, both on and off screen. After a long hiatus, he returned to
starring roles in the late 1980s. More recently, the film industry has reappraised his career, and Poitier has
received numerous honors recognizing his multi-faceted work for black equality in Hollywood. As this
biography affirms, Poitier remains one of American popular culture's foremost symbols of the possibilities
for and limits of racial equality.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Simmons:

This book untitled Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is
no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Charles Thomas:

The particular book Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon will bring one to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book
very suited to you. The book Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

John Harris:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Teresa White:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Sidney Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon can make you sense more interested to read.
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