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Johann Wolfgang von Goethe introduced the concept of Weltliteratur in 1827 to describe the growing
availability of texts from other nations. Although the term "World Literature" is widely used today, there is
little agreement on what it means and even less awareness of its evolution. In this wide-ranging work, John
Pizer traces the concept of Weltliteratur in Germany beginning with Goethe and continuing through Heinrich
Heine, Karl Marx, and Friedrich Engels to the present as he explores its importation into the United States in
the 1830s and the teaching of World Literature in U.S. classrooms since the early twentieth century. Pizer
demonstrates the concept's ongoing viability through an in-depth reading of the contemporary Syrian-
German transnational novelist Rafik Schami. He also provides a clear methodology for World Literature
courses in the twenty-first century.

Pizer argues persuasively that Weltliteratur can provide cohesion to the study of World Literature today. In
his view, traditional "World Lit" classes are limited by their focus on the universal elements of literature. A
course based on Weltliteratur, however, promotes a more thorough understanding of literature as a dialectic
between the universal and the particular. In a practical guide to teaching World Literature by employing
Goethe's paradigm, he explains how to help students navigate between the extremes of homogenization on
the one hand and exoticism on the other, learning both what cultures share and what distinguishes them.

Everyone who teaches World Literature will want to read this stimulating book. In addition, anyone
interested in the development of the concept from its German roots to its American fruition will find The
Idea of World Literature immensely rewarding.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Lundquist:

The book The Idea of World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Idea of World
Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if
you like wide open and read a e-book The Idea of World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this book?

Theresa Piercy:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication The Idea of World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice was
filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Renee Wood:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Idea of World Literature: History and
Pedagogical Practice was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
The Idea of World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.

Charles Moreno:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The Idea of World Literature: History and Pedagogical Practice when you desired it?
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