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These essays (and a ballad) have their origins in Terry Eagleton’s continuing engagement with the
possibilities of a literary criticism that is both materialist and open to diverse currents of thought in the
human sciences.

Eagleton’s combative intelligence here explores the encounter between Marxism and contemporary
European and American literary theory. Included are a survey of the Althusserian contribution to literary
analysis; thoughts on the fraught relations between Marxism and poststructuralism; and a brilliant evocation
of the affinities and tensions between Wittgenstein, Derrida and Bakhtin.

Intellectual figures in this wide-ranging topography include Jacques Derrida; the radical critic Fredric
Jameson; the apostle of deconstruction, Paul de Man; the liberal humanist John Bayley; Bertoit Brecht;
William Empson and Pierre Machersy. The volume also includes Eagleton’s brilliant reading of Conrad’s
The Secret Agent.

Against the Grain is an excellent introduction to the range of Terry Eagleton’s thought and his considerable
body of work. It is also a useful primer for all readers interested in the vitality of literary theory today.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Dunn:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Against the Grain: Essays 1975-1985 will
make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they
might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Michelle Porter:

The e-book with title Against the Grain: Essays 1975-1985 contains a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Ruth Michel:

This Against the Grain: Essays 1975-1985 is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Against the Grain: Essays 1975-1985 in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info
in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right
but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt which?

Eric Baur:

The book untitled Against the Grain: Essays 1975-1985 contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in
the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their
official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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