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When thinking of India, it is hard not to think of caste. In academic and common parlance alike, caste has
become a central symbol for India, marking it as fundamentally different from other places while expressing
its essence. Nicholas Dirks argues that caste is, in fact, neither an unchanged survival of ancient India nor a
single system that reflects a core cultural value. Rather than a basic expression of Indian tradition, caste is a
modern phenomenon--the product of a concrete historical encounter between India and British colonial rule.
Dirks does not contend that caste was invented by the British. But under British domination caste did
become a single term capable of naming and above all subsuming India's diverse forms of social identity and
organization.

Dirks traces the career of caste from the medieval kingdoms of southern India to the textual traces of early
colonial archives; from the commentaries of an eighteenth-century Jesuit to the enumerative obsessions of
the late-nineteenth-century census; from the ethnographic writings of colonial administrators to those of
twentieth-century Indian scholars seeking to rescue ethnography from its colonial legacy. The book also
surveys the rise of caste politics in the twentieth century, focusing in particular on the emergence of caste-
based movements that have threatened nationalist consensus.

Castes of Mind is an ambitious book, written by an accomplished scholar with a rare mastery of centuries of
Indian history and anthropology. It uses the idea of caste as the basis for a magisterial history of modern
India. And in making a powerful case that the colonial past continues to haunt the Indian present, it makes an
important contribution to current postcolonial theory and scholarship on contemporary Indian politics.
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From reader reviews:

Yadira Singh:

This Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India are generally reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of
Modern India can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book
is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Carolina Jones:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of
Modern India was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Castes of Mind:
Colonialism and the Making of Modern India has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Maria Casillas:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful photographs
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India can make you feel
more interested to read.

Mary Cox:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India we can acquire more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Castes of
Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India. You can more inviting than now.
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