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Only preserved in a single manuscript in Tehran, this remarkable twelfth-century Qur'anic commentary by
Muhammad b. 'Abd al-Karim al- Shahrast=an=i marks the achievement of a lifelong, arduous quest for
knowledge. Shahrast=an=i began writing Mafatih al-asr=ar or Keys to the Arcana towards the end of his life
and the work reflects the brilliant radicalism of his more private religious views. The introduction and
opening chapter of this virtually unknown work is presented here in a bilingual edition, which also includes
an introduction and contextual notes by Dr Toby Mayer.

In Keys to the Arcana, Shahrast=an=i breaks down the text of the Qur'an and analyses it from a linguistic
point of view, with reference to the history of Qur'anic interpretation. The author's ultimate aim is to use an
elaborate set of complimentary concepts - the 'keys' of the work's title - to unearth the esoteric meanings of
the Qur'anic verses, which he calls the 'arcana' of the verses (asr=ar al-=ay=at). A historian of religious and
philosophical doctrines, Shahrast=an=i has generally been considered to be a spokesman for the Sunni
religious establishment under the Seljuqs. The complimentary concepts in question, however, appear to
derive from the Isma'ili Shi'i intellectual tradition, indicating that the author may have been secretly involved
in the Isma'ili movement.

Shahrast=an=i 's unusually esoteric and highly systematic exegesis of the Qur'an provides a vivid picture of
the mature state of scriptural commentary in the twelfth-century CE. Dr Mayer's meticulous translation of
Shahrast=an=i 's Introduction and Commentary on S=urat al-Fatiha, supplemented by the Arabic text, allows
the reader and scholar access to this intriguing Muslim intellectual work for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Keys to Arcana: Shahrastani's Esoteric
Commentary on the Qur'an (The Institute of Ismaili Studies, Qur'anic Studies Series). All type of book can
you see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jason Dolly:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Keys to Arcana: Shahrastani's
Esoteric Commentary on the Qur'an (The Institute of Ismaili Studies, Qur'anic Studies Series) book because
book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Jaclyn Warner:

This book untitled Keys to Arcana: Shahrastani's Esoteric Commentary on the Qur'an (The Institute of
Ismaili Studies, Qur'anic Studies Series) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the
book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for
you to past this guide from your list.

Matthew Fry:

The actual book Keys to Arcana: Shahrastani's Esoteric Commentary on the Qur'an (The Institute of Ismaili
Studies, Qur'anic Studies Series) will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The
book Keys to Arcana: Shahrastani's Esoteric Commentary on the Qur'an (The Institute of Ismaili Studies,
Qur'anic Studies Series) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.
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